William Gannotta, detail: Samskara, 2004, oil on linen

The photorealist paintings of William Gannotta, begun outside and finished in the
studio, are contemporary throwbacks to Andre Derain and Camille Pissarro. Works
both jovous and beautiful, Gannotta’s cil paintings present a contemporary pastoral
world with perhaps more respect than it deserves. There's comfort and spiritual
uplift in these small paintings, with their focus on nature’'s beauty, but the works
have darker rhythms in the deep shadows and bare wintertime tree branches that
force you to deal with the death within all this glory.

Gregory Brallochs, Dendrite, 2006, graphite on paper

Gregory Brellochs' drawings on panels and paper focus on nature imagined. The
atmospheric works depict roots beneath the ground and cellular structures
ocbserved through a microscope. Brellochs' works have the quality of teeming
masses yearning o be free—so much portrayed in so little space. The artist's
compositions evoke cosmic swirls or vertiginous scatters that seem to tumble
toward you.

This nature is not Scientific American-certified but rather metaphorical. And to my
mind Brellochs' works are more about the human body than trees. The sense of
embattlement against burgeoning microbes might be about the tomato hormworm
blight, but Brellochs' dark works mirror our even larger fears of disease and
epidemics.
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